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It's a storybook of my stories for the competition. Every month, authors receive a keyword. Then, they must write a fifty-word sketch using it. The winner gets a "Go away, I'm writing" mug.


I want this mug very much, but first of all, I partake in the competition to improve my skills and for fun.



Always yours go-away-I'm-writing Irm Falk.


Sketch 1: The Best Boat in the World
The man cut down the tree. Dying, it thought, "I will be a boat and see the ocean."


Then darkness came.


A year later, the boy folded the paper boat.


"I am the best boat in the world!" the tree thought as it raced down the stream, "I am childhood!"


* June 2023. Word of the month: boat.





Sketch 2: The Most Successful Creation
"Which of your creations do you consider the most successful?" the journalist asked the famous architect. He listed the hugest projects to choose from, "Hotel, skyscraper or gallery?"


The architect replied, "My most successful creation is the sandcastle my father and I built on the old beach near our place."


* July 2023. Word of the month: sandcastle.


Sketch 3: No More Lie
She was packing. All his promises and words were empty.

"You carry my heart away in this rucksack!" he shouted.

"No more lies," she said, sitting on the steps and calling the police. "Hello. I want to report a crime."

Nearby, in a small pool of blood, was her rucksack.


* August 2023. Word of the month: rucksack.



Sketch 4: A Sound of Thunder
"We'll have to sacrifice another butterfly. Again." the man with glasses muttered as he left the café.


"Bye, Mr. B!" the waiter told him as he cleared the table. The headline of a newspaper forgotten by the visitor caught his attention.


"The famous science fiction writer is disappointed in humanity."


* September 2023. Word of the month: butterfly.


Sketch 5: The Signs Inspector
Martha started on her rounds. It tore an opened umbrella. It counted magpies. It admired herself in each mirror to check they were not broken. It purred with the Tower's Ravens to make sure they were well. It inspected all the signs because the black cats must bring good luck.


* October 2023. Word of the month: black cat.


Sketch 6: The Big Adventure
It snowed all last night. The street looked white and cold. A red cat leaned out through the cat flap, leaving two tiny footprints on the threshold. However, it immediately pulled his paws back. Deciding it had had enough adventures for today, the cat returned to the fireplace. Winter came.


* November 2023. Word of the month: adventure.


Sketch 7: The Bell of Life
Anna's aunt once said, "A bell rings for each of us. The main thing is to recognize this ringing in time. If you hear it, run!" 


Anna heard this ringing distinctly when Clif angrily kicked a stray dog. 


Well, they celebrated this Christmas together — Anna and her new dog.


* December 2023 / January 2024. Word of the month: bells.



Sketch 8: The Glue
"How did you know that I was a killer?!" the son of the murdered man shouted. "It could have been any family member!"


"You left a cup stain on the victim's table. It smelled like hot chocolate. And only you in the family love this drink," the detective answered smiling.


* February 2024. Word of the month: hot chocolate.



Sketch 9: The Hare's Foot
John hurriedly entered the living room and said, "Honey, I'm sorry, I kissed hare's foot!"


The guests looked at him in horror, and John was frightened that he hadn't washed the blood from his face well enough.


"What's happened?" he asked slowly.


"Someone gruesomely killed your brother, John," Julia answered.


* March 2024. Word of the month: hare.


Sketch 10: One Way Ticket
"But, I don't have any coin!" exclaimed Jack, "Honestly!"


He turned out his empty pockets. Only a piece of paper fell to the ground. Charon bent down and picked it up.


"How ironic," he said, "a ticket to the opera. 'Orpheus'. Okay, get on the boat. I'll take you across."


* April 2024. Word of the month: ticket.



Sketch 11: The Diary
One man always wrote down everything worse that happened to him and immediately let it go. He filled his notes with darkness, but writing down filled him with light. Whenever the blank pages outrun, he lit a fire, threw the diary into the flames, and the paper turned into light.


* May 2024. Word of the month: diary.



Sketch 12: The Rare Exhibit
A crowd gathered in the central museum of Venus. Today was the opening day of the "Humanity" exhibition. However, nobody was interested in the wooden wheel and the first microprocessor. Everyone crowded around the rare exhibit: the sculpture of an unremarkable person. The signature under it read: "A decent Earthling".


* June 2024. Word of the month: museum.





Sketch 13: The Life Jacket
"This is my boyfriend! Isn't it?" Jane grabbed the elbow of a stranger wearing a knitted vest and looked into his eyes pleadingly. He immediately figured out everything and quickly explained to the man attacking Jane who was who.


She called that knitted vest a life jacket throughout their marriage.

* July 2024. Word of the month: life jacket.


Sketch 14: The Price
"Are you sure?" the hitman looked at the medal with admiration. "This is a priceless thing. I don't think your great-grandfather would have approved."

"He told me to sell it only if it would stop the war," the customer sadly smiled. "Ironic."

The following evening, the tyrant was dead.

* August 2024. Word of the month: medal.


Sketch 15: The White Whale
I hadn't even had time to read "Moby-Dick". It was my last chance to turn the essay in. Thankfully, the professor didn't realize it wasn't mine. 

He finished reading and said to me, "It's excellent, Jim. It looks like this essay was your white whale."

"Why white?" I asked surprisly.

* September 2024. Word of the month: whale.
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